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men and ships ever seen in these parts. He lay at anchor in a port of
this island, seeking to land. Observing how well defended it was, he
remained within his ships, and with a pinnace and a dredge sought
to bring up pearls. I learned that he got some and carried away
samples of them.

From here he went to Puerto Rico and La Espanola where,
thank God, he has done no damage since everywhere I had sent
warning of his arrival at this island ...

... La Margarita, October 20,1583.

Catholic Royal Majesty

Your Majesty's servant kisses your Majesty's royal hands.

Don Juan Sarmiento de Villadrando (Rubric).

Document No. 41
[The municipal authorities to the Crown, San Juan de
Puerto Rico, October 22, 1583]
(P- i)                                       t
Catholic Royal Majesty . . .
(p. 2) ... By the latest ship to leave here advice was sent Your
Majesty to the effect that seven English ships carrying many men
and much artillery, captain said to be one Hawkins, had arrived off
the San German coast of this island in Port Vargas, an event which
occasioned no little alarm in this city. The outcome was that this
fleet departed from this island without doing damage, thanks to the
activity, valour and efficiency of the captain named for this purpose.
He is Diego Rodriguez Castellanos, alcalde ordinario of this city.
Sent by the governor to learn the enemy's purpose, he went to
where the fleet lay and with only seven men, whom he assembled
on that coast, attacked the whole party the fleet had sent ashore. He
lay in wait for them in the bush and fell upon them unexpectedly.
Believing our force to be greater than it was, the enemy reembarked
hi his boats and fled. He captured two Englishmen; one he killed
with lance-thrusts and the other he sent to this city, from whom
1 A, de L, 54-3-7, Santo Domingo 164.1 pliego, original.